
 

March Monthly Educational Module 

“The Forecasters behind the Forecasts” 

 

Day 1 

 

It’s time to highlight the forecasters behind the forecasts! That’s right; we are going to be 

highlighting the LMRFC forecasters. But, before we start, we must cover a little background 

information on the LMRFC staffing. Check out the graphic below to learn more about the 

LMRFC staff in general.  

 

 

 



 

Day 2 

 

Our first forecaster is Jessica Smith. Jessica holds the position of Senior HAS Forecaster at the 

Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center (LMRFC). Each River Forecast Center (RFC) has three 

forecasters in the Hydrometeorological Analysis and Support (HAS) unit.  

The HAS forecasters are responsible for analyzing and quality-controlling large amounts of 

real-time radar and gauge data.  They also evaluate weather model data and create 

quantitative precipitation forecasts (QPF).  These data are critical inputs to the hydrologic 

models used in the production of river forecast products.  To learn more about Jessica Smith 

and her role at the LMRFC, check out the graphic below. Thank you, Jessica, for your hard work 

and for being a critical member of the LMRFC team! 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 3 

 

Let’s highlight another one of the Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center’s HAS forecasters, 

Katie Landry! Katie is our newest member to the LMRFC; however, in her short time, she has 

proven to be a critical member of the LMRFC team. To learn more about Katie, check out the 

graphic below. Thank you, Katie, for your hard work and dedication! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 4 

 

Next up, we are switching forecaster units to cover our hydrologists. The number of 

hydrologists for each River Forecast Center varies; but, at the Lower Mississippi River Forecast 

Center, we have nine hydrologists: five Journey Hydrologists and four Senior Hydrologists.  

The role of a hydrologist is to apply hydrologic science and local expertise to analyze 

hydrologic model output and real-time data to create river forecasts for the LMRFC area. They 

also maintain hydrologic and hydraulic models and historical databases for operational and 

development usage.  

First, we would like to highlight one of our Senior Hydrologists, Gina Tillis-Nash! To learn more 

about Gina and her expertise, check the graphic below. Thank you, Gina, for your hard work 

and leadership at the LMRFC! 

 

 



 

Day 5 

 

Now, let’s cover one of our Journey Hydrologists, Scott Lincoln! To learn more about Scott and 

how he plays a role in the LMRFC team, check out the graphic below. Thank you, Scott, for 

your hard work and dedication!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 6 

 

We are going to continue highlighting our hydrologists with another one of our Senior 

Hydrologists, Amanda Roberts.  Check out the graphic below to learn more about Amanda and 

how she plays a role at the LMRFC. Thank you, Amanda, for your hard work and for being a 

critical member of the LMRFC team! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 7 

 

Now that we have covered some of our hydrologists and HAS forecasters, it’s time to switch 

roles and finish off our module by covering our managers! First up is our Development and 

Operations Hydrologist, David Welch. To learn more about David and his role at the Lower 

Mississippi River Forecast Center, check out the graphic below. Thank you, David, for your 

hard work, leadership, and dedication to the LMRFC team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 8 

 

Another one of the Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center’s managers is Jeffrey Graschel. Jeff 

serves the LMRFC as the Service Coordination Hydrologist. Check out the graphic below to 

learn more about Jeff and how he plays a role at the LMRFC. Thank you, Jeff, for your 

dedication and leadership of the LMRFC team!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 9 

 

Last, but certainly not least, the Lower Mississippi River Forecaster Center would like highlight 

Dr. Suzanne Van Cooten, the LMRFC’s Hydrologist-in-Charge! To some people, she is referred 

to as Dr. Van Cooten. To others, she is known as Suzanne. But, to the LMRFC staff, she is Dr. 

Boss Lady! Yes, Suzanne is our extremely talented and brilliant boss; and her experience, 

knowledge and leadership are critical assets to the LMRFC team. If would like to learn more 

about, Suzanne, a.k.a. Dr. Boss Lady, check out the graphic below. Thank you, Suzanne, for all 

that you do for the LMRFC staff! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 10 

 

The Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center would like to give a BIG shout out to all of our 

forecasters and say THANK YOU! Check out the graphic below to see our forecasters hard at 

work.  

We hope you all enjoyed learning a little more about the forecasters behind the forecasts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


